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Have you registered your child for
CCD this year?

OE:
s

If not, please scan this
QR Code for our online
registration form.

Class start dates:
Preschool -5th: September 8th @ 10am
6th - 12th: September 15th @ 11:30 am

We welcome all new families to our Religious
Education program and request that you become a
registered parishioner.

All families must register with the parish before children
may be registered in the CCD Program. You may visit
the Parish office during office hours to fill out the
paperwork.

23RP SIUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

And pa2ople brought to him a deaf man who had a speech
impadiment and begged him to lay his hand on him. He took
him cif by himself away from the crowd. He put his finger
into the man’s 2ars and, spitting, touched his tongue; then
he looked up o heaven and groaned, and said to him,
“Ephphathal”--that is, “Be opened!” - Mk 7:32-34

erpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened,

the ears of the deaf be cleared;
then will the lame leap like a stag,

then the tongue of the mute will sing. (Is 35:5-6)

Psalm:
Praise the Lord, my soul! (Ps 146)

Second Reading:

Did not God choose those who are poor in the world
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to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom
that he promised to those who love him? (Jas 2:5)

Gospel:
“He has done all things well.
He makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” (Mk 7:37)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

PATRIOT DAY

“Be opened!” said Christ two thousand

years ago, as he placed his finger in the
ear of the deaf man. “Be opened!” he
says to us today, laying his hand upon
our hearts. May we always accept Christ’s

@ >T O
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5S¢ O

invitation to become a new creation.

Observances for the week of

September 8, 2024

Prayer for Grandparents

Dear God,

What a grace to live in a world
of all ages and stages.

Bless our grandparents, today

Sunday: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time,

Grandparent’s Day aEd always% hei
Monday: St. Peter Claver, Priest T ank_ You for t =l
wadresdsm Bt experiences, wisdom, and

Y Retmiotbay insight.

Thursday: The Most Holy Name of Mary Thank You for the gifts they
Friday: St. John Chrysostom, Bishop and bring the Church.

Doct f the Church

octorof the ~hure Thank You for the lessons they

Saturday: The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Next Sunday:

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time;
Catechetical Sunday

©LPi SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2024

teach the next generations
Amen.

23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Be Opened

There are several moments throughout the calendar year when we are
tricked into thinking we can reinvent ourselves.

One of them is New Year’s Day. The barista at my coffee shop told
me that they sell more decaf coffee in January than in the entirety
of the remaining year, because everyone is swearing off caffeine. By
February, she said, the trend subsides: folks have realized they’re
not actually superheroes just because the last digit of the year has
increased by one.

The beginning of a new school year is another of those moments.
Every pencil is freshly sharpened, and every lesson plan is
painstakingly plotted. Our heads are full of what we plan to do this
year, how we plan to do it, who we plan to become.

But by May, the wind is out of our sails. We’ve learned the concepts,
we’ve used up the pencils, yes — but we’ve remembered that
underneath it all we’re basically the same people, with the same
shortcomings and the same obstacles as we always were. The only
difference in September was we had new planners.

The truth is that we cannot reinvent ourselves. We can’t change
ourselves at all, not on New Year’s Day or the first day of school or
on our 40th birthday or after quitting a bad habit. We are what we
are: blind in some ways, deaf in others, crippled in still more, moving
through life with uncertainty, stumbling in the dark.

People don’t change. Not without miracles.

But being a Christian means believing in miracles and being ready for
them at any moment — in January or in September, in the middle of
a hopeless week or at the end of a bad day, when you feel strong and
when you don’t, when you want to be better and when you feel too
tired to try.

No, we can’t change ourselves, but we can be changed. There is one
who can change us if we will let him. He is waiting — now, tomorrow,
yesterday, next week. The time is always right for a miracle.

“He put his finger into the man’s ears ... and said to him, ‘Ephphathal’—

that is, ‘Be opened!” —And immediately the man’s ears were opened ...”

Mark 7:34-35

- Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
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Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

What is the history behind feast of
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross?

Answer:

Emperor Constantine’s mother,
Helena, is credited with having
discovered the true cross around
330. She traveled to the Holy
Land and uncovered the places
associated with Jesus’ life. Legend
has it that Helena uncovered three
crosses but was not able to detect
the true cross until each of them
was laid on a leper. Only one of
them cured the leper, proving it to
be the true cross. A great church
was built at the site, and soon
various portions of the cross were
sent to other churches as relics to
be venerated.

The day after the dedication

of the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, September 14, 335,
the actual cross was displayed
for veneration. Egeria, a women
traveler to Jerusalem around the
year 386, kept a diary that has
survived. She tells of the unique
veneration of the wood of the
cross that took place on Good
Friday, something maintained
ritually to this very day.

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
focuses on the gift of love that
Jesus manifested by his total

gift of self, offered for all. The
cross, the ultimate form of capital
punishment in its day, has become
for us the ultimate symbol of love
and triumph over evil and death.

23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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