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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: What does it mean to lower your net? It means
to listen to God, even when you don’t understand Him. It
means to keep trying the hard thing that you know is the right
thing. It means to keep loving the person who is making life
hard on you.

The Catch
| love today’s Gospel passage, and not just because | love a
good fish fry.

| love it because | am Peter. Over and over again, | am Peter,
standing here exhausted because | relied on my own abilities,
and it got me nowhere. I’'m ready to call it quits. I’'m ready to
say it’'s too hard. And here comes Jesus, asking me to lower my
net. To keep trying.

And | try to talk sense into him. “It’'s not going to work, God,” |
insist. “I've been trying.”

“You've been trying,” Jesus agrees. “But you haven’t asked for
my help yet.”

What does it mean to lower your net? It sounds so simple and
SO easy, but it takes a great deal of humility and trust. | think
I’'m the expert on my own life, the captain of my own ship.
Peter probably thought so, too — he was the fisherman, after
all. Why would a fisherman listen to a carpenter on matters of
fishing?

Lowering your net means giving God control and letting
yourself be changed by what He chooses to show you.

It means to listen to God’s instructions, even when you don’t
understand them, even when you find them frustrating. It
means to keep trying the hard thing that you know is the right
thing, even when it hasn’t born much fruit. It means to keep
loving the person who is making life hard on you, even when all
you want to do is give into feelings of bitterness and distrust.

If we would only lower our nets, the catch would astound us.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

2 DVI D:

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

Would optional celibacy help
the priest shortage?

Answer:

This is a hotly debated topic.
There are good arguments

on both sides, and there is no
clear answer that emerges.
However, the shortage of
clergy in denominations that
do allow marriage would

seem to indicate that optional
celibacy is not the quick
answer that some might think.
No one solution is perfect.
Each one has its flaws and
problems that are not easily
solved. While optional celibacy
would open ordination to some
great men who are married,

it also brings the problems of
family, financial support, marital
problems, and issues — good
and bad — of childrearing. So it
would not seem that optional
celibacy is a realistic solution to
the shortage of clergy.

With all of the varied
challenges and problems
facing the Church, it is easy

to forget that the Holy Spirit
leads us. Openness, dialogue,
and education are second to
our prayers and petitions to the
Holy Spirit to make clear the
path the Church should follow.
A response that is rooted in a
culture of political correctness
is almost certainly doomed;

a response that is rooted in
prayer and in God cannot fail.
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Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of
February 9, 2025

Sunday:
Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5,
7-8 (1c)/1 Cor 15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 11/Lk 5:1-11

Monday:
Gn 1:1-19/Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 and 12, 24
and 35¢/Mk 6:53-56

Tuesday:
Gn 1:20—2:4a/Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mk 7:1-13

Wednesday:
Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28,
29bc-30/Mk 7:14-23

Thursday:
Gn 2:18-25/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mk 7:24-30

Friday:
Gn 3:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7/Mk 7:31-37

Saturday:
Gn 3:9-24/Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13/
Mk 8:1-10

Next Sunday:
Jer 17:5-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6, (40:5a)/
1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Gospel Meditation

ubbL €& CDD¥Duo wncbalUOuyencC| nH
My parents’ garage is full of old junk that no longer serves any
purpose in my life. As a 46-year-old man, | admit that’s pretty
lame. Either due to my sentimentality or laziness (or both,
probably), | just couldn’t get myself to throw things away.

But a few days ago, by a grace of God, | thought: “I'll hire my
nephew Ryan to throw a bunch of my stuff away — he couldn’t
care less about my junk!” And you know what? It worked. In
one day, Ryan chucked the majority of his uncle’s useless stuff.
| feel so free, ready for a new junk-free chapter in my life.

This kind of thing happens in this Sunday’s Gospel. Peter’s net
is full of useless junk. Luke says he and the others are cleaning
their nets after catching no fish. Imagine them dejectedly and
impatiently removing a nasty assortment of seaweed, sticks
and muck. The Lord teaches and calls them once their nets
are cleared out. So it goes with us. Spiritual life begins by
removing that which is useless and merely taking up space in
our hearts, minds and lives. Then Jesus teaches and acts in a
marvelous way in our lives, too.

So what’s junking up your net? What habits, attachments,
possessions, preoccupations? If, like me, you struggle to clean
your nets by yourself, ask the Lord to send you someone like
my nephew to be your “Peter” and help you clean it out. It is
well worth it. Once Peter’s net is clean, he is free to make a
wonderful catch.

— Father John Muir
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