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Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of
April 6, 2025

Sunday:

Is 43:16-21/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 (3)/
Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11 Scrutiny: Ez 37:12-14/
Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (7)/Rom 8:8-11/
Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

Monday:
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-
62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Jn 8:12-20

Tuesday:
Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/
Jn 8:21-30

Wednesday:
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/
Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/Jn 8:31-42

Thursday:
Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 8:51-59

Friday:
Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7/
Jn 10:31-42

Saturday:
Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13/
Jn 11:45-56

Next Sunday:

Lk 19:28-40/Is 50:4-7/

Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 (2a)/
Phil 2:6-11/Lk 22:14-23:56 or 23:1-49

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, APRIL 6, 2025

What is

in your
center?

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

“The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been
caught in adultery and made her stand in the middle” (John 8:3).
Why do they make her stand in the middle? Why not expose her on
the periphery? The reason is something that affects us practically
every day.

The center is what stabilizes a community’s identity. We humans
tend to center ourselves around an accused and condemned victim
— though we rarely admit it. This renews our fragile communities
and our power as those who weaponize the accusation. This is
effective because it is often a victim who represents something

truly dangerous for the group. In this case, adultery stands for the
breakdown of a community and those within it, because it forces
questions like: who is my father? Whose child is this? Is this child one
of us, or that of an outsider? The accusers place the adulteress in the
center because their community, like most, is built around turning an
enemy into a victim.

Once you understand this, you'll see it almost anywhere humans
group together (families, politics, workplaces, sports, schools, etc.).
The good news is Jesus exposes this dynamic by deftly pointing out
the sin-infected hearts of everyone besides the woman. They all leave,
symbolizing the breakdown of the old order, and she is “left alone
before him.” A new community has begun, structured around the
merciful love of Christ.

What is in your center? What is in the center of our parish and
family communities? Strive to center on Christ’s forgiveness, and we
experience the new, lasting community we call the Church.

— Father John Muir
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: Too often, we don’t care about righteousness or
truth. We just care about being right. We have a terrible tendency

to see only decisions, and in doing so we dehumanize the people
behind them. But when God looks at us, he sees more than the worst
decisions we’ve ever made.

The Allure of Being Right
It wasn’t a real question.

“The law of Moses says we should stone her. What do you say?” the
Pharisees asked Jesus as they brought the adulterous woman before
him. But they weren’t really asking. They didn’t care what Jesus’
answer was. They didn’t ask his opinion because they wanted to know.
They asked because they wanted to use his words against him.

Righteousness, truth — that wasn’t the goal. The goal was being right.

And in the middle of the whole scene, dragged before Jesus, used as
a literal prop in this staged drama, is a woman. A real flesh-and-blood
woman.

| find myself wanting to know more about her. She had been “caught
in the act,” they claimed, but | wonder what that even means. With
whom was this act committed, and what were the reasons for her
participation in it? Was she coerced? Was she scared? Was she
confused? Was it really a cut-and-dry, black-and-white situation of
adultery, of lust, of making the wrong decision?

We will never know the answers to these questions, and it doesn’t
matter — it’s not our business. God knows the answers. God knows
the truth of the matter: what she did, what she chose, what she felt.
Because she wasn’t a prop to Him. She was a person.

When God looks at us, he sees more than the worst decisions we’ve
ever made.

| worry that we use one another as props even today, when we try like
the Pharisees to illustrate “What is Right.” We have a terrible tendency
to see only decisions, and in doing so we dehumanize the people
behind them.

Too often, we don’t care about righteousness or truth. We just care
about being right.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

2 DVI D:

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

If someone is interested in
becoming a priest, how does he
go about it?

Answer:

Discerning a vocation can happen
in any number of ways. It might
come as a surprise to the person
called or to family or friends.
Sometimes it is a gradual process,
and other times it is as quick and
bright as lightning. Regardless of
how it starts, a vocation to the
priesthood or religious life requires
a process of discerning, testing,
and preparing. The best place to
begin would be with lots of prayer,
receiving the sacraments, and
attending daily Mass whenever
possible. Then talk to your pastor
or a priest you know and trust.
Your diocese may have a vocation
director who can provide you with
guidance and information. The
Serra Club is also a great resource
for information and contacts to
help you discern if indeed God is
calling you.

Remember that many young
Catholic men have considered the
priesthood. Some are ordained

and others realize this is not

their calling. However, we are all
called to be of service to others

as we practice our faith. These

are extraordinary times in which
we live, and they require an
extraordinary witness to faith and
to God’s presence in the world. Our
work, our ministry as Catholics, is to
be the body of Christ with and for
others. The Church needs priests. If
God calls you to ordained service
in the church, He will provide the
grace, direction, and support you
need. Just listen and respond with
all your heart, mind, and soul.
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