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Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of
April 19, 2026

Sunday:
Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2 and 5, 7-8,
9-10, 11/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35

Monday:
Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30/
Jn 6:22-29

Tuesday:
Acts 7:51-8:1a/ Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and
8a, 17 and 21ab/Jn 6:30-35

Wednesday:
Acts 8:1b-8/ Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a/
Jn 6:35-40

Thursday:
Acts 8:26-40/ Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20/
Jn 6:44-51

Friday:
Acts 9:1-20/ Ps 117:1bc, 2/Jn 6:52-59

Saturday:
1 Pt 5:5b-14/ Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17/
Mk 16:15-20

Next Sunday:
Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/
1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

!

CLERGY MASS SCHEDULE

obcnbucCet d

l i
ZsN3! Vid »I1Do

»l wiucCeét d
ZsN3! Vvid
Vi|] Cét d

ZsN3! Vvid
8933

I FO) &
aeNoie

). \3D

z 9|

Z 9 |

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2026 | THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

©LPi




2 Al | AVD

3ZDgq! r %Dl U o¥pRwi[h: o

Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: Christ gave us everything. He gave us “happily
ever after.” But what do you do with everything? What do

you do with “happily ever after?” What do you do with the
Resurrection? What do you do with salvation?

The Story That Never Ends
The biggest mistake we can make as Christians is to think that
the Resurrection is the end of the story.

Of course we know, logically, that it isn’t — there are whole
books of the Bible that come after it, detailing not just

the activities and teachings of the Risen Christ, but the
development of the early Church and the Gospel’s first baby
steps into the wider world. We know this.

But sometimes we don’t act like it.

The thing is, we like stories that can be tied up neatly in a bow.
It’s why “happily ever after” is a thing. These tidy endings are
especially satisfying following an emotional gut punch and a
twist — for instance, let’s say the crucifixion of the story’s hero
and a gotcha/ moment where it turns out he’s not dead after
all. Drinks all around! And...scene. The curtain falls.

But the curtain didn’t fall. It still hasn’t.

Look at Cleopas. He has heard the testimony of people he
He’s stumbling along the road, wondering what to believe.
Christ gave us “happily ever after.” But what do you do with
“happily ever after?” What do you do with the Resurrection?
What do you do with salvation?

The Resurrection left loose ends — not because it was
insufficient, but because it was not a final chapter. So being
a Christian means embracing the life of a loose end. It means
figuring out what to do with the Resurrection, with salvation,
with forgiveness — with this hard-won “happily ever after” that
is a gift but also a commission.

Because the curtain is still up, and we are all characters in the
Greatest Story Ever Told.

So, what’s the next scene?

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

knew, people he trusted — and yet, he’s in a world of confusion.

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

What do Catholics believe about the
end of the world?

Answer:

We hear the phrase “the end of

the world” casually today. Often in
film or media, it means the end of
civil society or the threat of human
annihilation by natural disasters.

For the Christian, our perspective is
distinctly Christ-centered. Numerous
times through the Gospel, Jesus
notes that he will come again, even
after he has ascended into heaven.
The Church typically refers to this as
the Second Coming of Jesus or the
Latin “Parousia,” meaning “presence”
or “arrival.”

We believe that Christ will come
again, and at his Second Coming,
temporal time will end. Human
history will end, at least as we know
it. However, it doesn’t mean that
creation will be destroyed. The book
of Revelation speaks of a renewal,
indeed a “new heaven and a new
earth” (Rev 21:1). Christ will come
again in glory. Our souls will be
reunited with our bodies. While our
lives were judged individually at our
deaths, which we call the particular
judgment, something new will happen
here. Theologians call it the general
judgment or the last judgment, in
which our deeds and the effects —
for good or ill — will be known to all.
For the early Christians, this second
coming was hoped for! They knew it
was the completion of God’s work of
redemption for the human race. We,
too, should pray with them, “Come
Lord Jesus!”

©LPi SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2026 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
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