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“The seed sown on rich soill
Is the one who hears the
word and understands it,

who indeed bears fruit and

yields a hundred or sixty or
thirtyfold.” - Mt 13:23

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of
July 12, 2026

Sunday:
Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14/
Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9

Monday:
Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/
Mt 10:34-11:1

Tuesday:
Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8/
Mt 11:20-24

Wednesday:
Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 14-
15/Mt 11:25-27

Thursday:
Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-14ab and 15,
16-18, 19-21/Mt 11:28-30

Friday:
Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10, 12abcd, 16/
Mt 12:1-8

Saturday:
Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14/Mt 12:14-21

Next Sunday:
Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16/
Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

CLERGY MASS SCHEDULE
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Why do we do that? )
( PRA C TI C | N G ) Catholic Life Explained 4
Question: )
‘ A I H @ L I ‘ My friend has never heard of
Christ and | want to share the p
Gospel with her but I’'m afraid to.
ith?
The Gardener and the Soil How de Isharemy faith:
| began writing this piece by googling “how do you make i
soil fertile?” which should tell you everything you need to Answer:
know about my own abilities as a gardener. There are a lot of ways to bring L
. . up the topic of religion, without 8
| remember seeing a packet of seeds in the store one being judgmental or pushy. Begin N
summer as a child and convincing my mother to buy by asking what her thoughts -
them. They were delphiniums, which bloom into a are about religion, or what her
beautiful cone shape if you know what you’re doing. Alas, experience was g;owing up. D)
| didn’t. | chose for my garden a particularly dry spot of Finding common ground is often
earth right next to my backyard playset, scattered the easier than you think, because fl
seeds, congratulated myself, and went on my merry way. the questions and pr,oblems e 3
| returned occasionally to water the area, but only when | have about God, the presence of
CAETIEIEE] O, evil, our purpose in life, and our y
. . relationship with God are universal -~
Nothing grew, not even a little sprout. | was more than CONCETHS. D
heartbroken — my faith was shaken. | had planted these o
seeds! | had watered them! (A little.) There was sunlight! 1
All my childhood books and rhymes said this was all you Why are you afraid? If you do not )
needed. Was it all a lie? want to insult or offend someone,
don’t be pushy or judgmental. If L
Of course it wasn’t a lie. Seeds need soil, sunlight, water, you are uncertain about how to
and oxygen — good soil, adequate sunlight for whatever explain your own faith, do a little
the plant is, and consistent water. reading or practice with a friend.
If you measure success only by .
So what seeds need more than anything is a gardener. this person converting, focus your "
(At least, delphiniums do.) attention more on beginning the -
conversation, not on bringing it to ?
When | hear the parable of the rich soil and the rocky a perfect close! Faith is a journey ’V
ground in the Gospel of Matthew, | often miss the point. of many acts of belief, many p
| think Jesus is trying to give me a message about how | discussions about God, and many )
should be. “Be better.” That’s what | think he’s telling me. choices about how we practice
what we preach. In some we will U
| forget that | am only the soil. | cannot enrich myself; have great success; in others
all my efforts to do so will come to nothing. What he is we will need forgiveness and
telling me is to ask the gardener: “Make me what | need perseverance. The most important |
to be.” thing to keep in mind is that the v
Holy Spirit is always at work and
— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman our most humble efforts can L
bear great fruit. Have faith in God
because He has faith in youl! N
©LPi SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2026 15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME )
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