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02  |  PARISH FAMILY  |  GOD IS WITH US 

Emmanuel Catholic Church which means, God is with us, is a faithful 
community of believers dedicated to proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ as 
taught by the Roman Catholic Church through word, sacrament, and service. As 
a parish family of God, we live by faith, truth, and love as we value the sanctity of 
life in all its stages and make the Holy  Eucharist the center of our 
lives.   Through the guidance of the Holy  Spirit, the consultation with our  parish 
ministries, we desire to be  witnesses of God’s presence as we  share our gifts 
of time, talent, and  treasure with God’s Family. 

PARISH STAFF 
Director of Finance 
Tanya Kuppamala Ext. 1001 tkuppamala@emmanuelcatholic.church 

Secretary 
Stella Sadolfo Ext. 1007  secretary@emmanuelcatholic.church 

Property Manager 
Edward Shannon    Ext. 1006 maintenance@emmanuelcatholic.church  

Receptionist 
Rose Marie Baldonado Ext. 1000 receptionist@emmanuelcatholic.church  
 

OUR MISSION 

CLERGY 
Pastor 
Rev. Fr. Gaudioso Zamora  

Parish Vicar  
Rev. Fr. Theodore Ihedoro  

In Residence  
Rev. Fr. Joseph Papes  

Weekday/Weekend Associates  
Rev. Fr. Timothy Canaan  
Rev. Fr. David Carr      Rev. Fr. James Leone  
Deacon Anthony Cuseo  

PARISH MINISTRIES 
OCIA & Sacramental Preparation  
Deacon Anthony Cuseo  

Religious Education  
Jean Krokus  |  Ext. 1005 
religiouseducation@emmanuelcatholic.church                            
Sandra  Gallegos   Ext 1005                                                        
sgallegos@emmanuelcatholic.church   

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion  
Fr. Theo Ihedoro  |  Ext. 1004  

Lectors  
Fr. Theo Ihedoro  |  Ext. 1004  

Hospitality / Ushers  
Bob Bonney & Chuck Dolce  

Music  
Linda Coz, Ree Joy Baldonado, & Men's Choir  

Altar Flowers  
Bella Simbajon & Filipino Community  

Altar & Clergy Vestments  
Carol Chapman, Nancy McDonald,  

Homebound / Hospital Ministry  
Fr. Theo Ihedoro  |  Ext. 1004  

Gift Shop  
Josephine Joan  |  Ext. 1009  

Blood Drive 
Jill Rapacciuolo  |  561-876-3750 

Ladies Guild                                                                                                          
President Renelia Sevilla 

Knights of Columbus                                                                                                 
Grand Knight Peter Cavanagh 

Legion of Mary                                                                                                               
Maud Cassagnol  (561) 860-5806 

Men’s & Women’s Emmaus                                                                                         
Joe & Kathy de Santo  (954)732-4479 

BISHOP OF PALM BEACH 
Most Reverend Manuel de Jesús Rodríguez, J.C.D.  

Thanks to EVERYONE for contributing content, time, skills and support for our bulletins! 
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TAIZÉ PRAYER  
Every Friday at 6:30pm—7:30pm  
(after 6:00pm Mass) except for First Fridays.  

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK  
Every Thursday after the 8:30am mass  
or call the parish office  

BAPTISMS  
Sundays at 1:00pm. Schedule one month in advance. 
Contact Parish Office.  

WEDDINGS  
Contact Deacon Tony at least 6 months in advance  

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION  
5:00pm Vigil Mass  
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00pm  

GIFT SHOP  
Monday & Wednesday 8am-1:30pm  
Tuesday Closed  
Thursday & Friday 8am-1pm  
Saturday Closed  
Fourth Sunday of the Month 10am– 1:30pm  

NOTE: Gift shop will be closed when the parish office is 
closed  

ROSARY GROUP  
Monday—Friday after the 7:30am Daily Mass  

RECONCILIATION  
Saturday after the 8:30am Mass  

PARISH REGULAR SCHEDULE     PARISH CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK                                                                                                                             

                              Saturday, August 08  
                            Emmaus Men’s Retreat 
                  Ladies Guild Recruitment Weekend 
 9:00A………………………………………….Confession  
9:00A …………………………. ………..Lay Cistercians 
 6:15P…………………………………..Rosary for Peace                                  
        Sunday, August 09— Emmaus Men’s Retreat                                                                                    
  1:00P………………………………Pre-Baptism Class                                          

Monday, August 10 
6:30A……………………………………………. Adoration 
 1:00P……………………………………..Movie Mondays 
 7:00P………………………………..Young Adult Group 
  
                      Tuesday, August 11   Bishop’s Visit 
  6:30A……………………………………………Adoration 
 9:00A…………………………Legion of Mary Meeting 
  6:00P………………………...Holy Hour of Adoration 
  7:00P ……………………...Meet & Greet Reception 
   
              Wednesday, August 12   Bishop’s Visit 
6:30A…………………………………………….Adoration 
2:00P……………….School of Christian Formation 
 
              Thursday, August 13    Bishop’s Visit 
 6:30A…………………………………………….Adoration 
 9:00A…………………………….Anointing of the Sick 
 3:00P…………………………………………….Holy Hour 
 7:00P…………………….Sacrifice of the Holy Mass 
 8:00P……………………... Meet & Greet Reception 
                                Friday, August 14                                  
  6:30A. ………….………………………………Adoration 
  6:30P……………………………………Taize Holy Hour                                  
                              Saturday, August 15         
9:00A………………………………………….Confession         
6:15P…………………………………..Rosary for Peace                                      
                                   Sunday, August 16                                                                                                             
1:00P………………………………………………Baptism 

Our Gifts to God 
JULY 26, 2028 

First Collection ………………………            $     11,103.00                                       
Second Collection ………………….                    2,605.00                               
Online (7/25)…………………………………           2,423.09                         
TOTAL …………………………………          $   16,131.09 

AUGUST 02, 2026 

First Collection ………………………              $      12,011.00                                      
Second Collection ………………….                        2,399.00                               
Online (08/01)………………………….                        2,157.72                            
TOTAL …………………………………           $      16,567.72 

(Thanks to our parish family for your continued prayers 
and generous support for our church ministry!)                            

 



SCHEDULED INTENTIONS                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                            Saturday, Aug. 08 
             8:30pm   †Julio Nolla by Sara Soler                                                                  †Eugene Langel by Family 
             4:00pm                   BOOK OF THE DEAD                                                                                           BOOK OF THE DEAD 
             5:30pm   †Keith Weinstein by Dolores Brancato                                            †Margaret & John Prine by Daughter      
                                                                                                             Sunday, Aug. 09  
             7:30am     *Nancy LaFleur by Deacon Tony & Kevin                                     †Eugene Langel by Family 
             9:00am     *Ladies Guild                                                                                     †Manuel & Josuel Ramos by Estebania Brea                               
           10:30am              PARISHIONERS & BENEFACTORS                                               PARISHIONERS & BENEFACTORS      
           12:00pm   *Mark Walsh by Mike & Marie Proto                                               †Juan Rodriguez by Gambino Family 
             6:00pm   †Louise Bukowski by Son & Daughter                                              †Judith Wood by Phil Bukowski 
                                                                                                            Monday, Aug. 10 
            7:30am     †Rosella DiGuido by Dorothy Canazaro                                          †Eugene Langel by Family 
            8:30am     †Donna Petricone by Husband                                                         †Alice Claire Sorrelli by Joseph Sorrelli                                                                                    
                                                                                                           Tuesday, Aug. 11            
            7:30am      *Jack Conte by A. M.                                                                          †Ramon Ignacio Palmero by Son 
            8:30am      †Rosella DiGuida by Tom & Clara Depko                                        †Eugene Langel by Family                                                                                                  
                                                                                                       Wednesday, Aug. 12 
              7:30am   †John Sullivan by Mom                                                                      †Eugene Langel by Family 
              8:30am   *Nickolas Santiesteban/Birthday by Evelyn Santiesteban           †Bessie Suppa by Angela & Mark                                                     
                                                                                                        Thursday, Aug. 13 
             7:30am   †Margaret Bohr by John & Kristin Gavin                                          †Jim Clancy by Wife  
             8:30am   †Eugene Langel by Family                                          *John & Christine Martin by Marie & Darren Guzman                                                                                  
                                                                                                            Friday, Aug. 14 
             7:30am    †Geraldine Gavin by John & Kristin Gavin                                       †Eugene Langel by Family                             
             8:30am    †Familia Tavera by German & Carol Sandoval                                †Redondo Family by Family 
             6:00pm               FOR PRIESTS                                                                                            FOR PRIESTS 
                                                                                                           Saturday, Aug. 15 
             8:30pm   †Victor & Angelina Pacienza by Christine & John                      †Suzanne Savino by Great-granddaughter  
             4:00pm                   BOOK OF THE DEAD                                                                               BOOK OF THE DEAD 
             5:30pm   †Alex Campbell by Le Family                                                             †JoAnne Keenan by Family      
                                                                                                            Sunday, Aug. 16  
             7:30am     *Fr. G. Zamora by Linda Aldrich                                                     †Eugene Langel by Family 
             9:00am     †George Untener by Linda Untener                                              †Gomez & Carroll Families by Family                                                                                                         
           10:30am              PARISHIONERS & BENEFACTORS                                   PARISHIONERS & BENEFACTORS      
           12:00pm   †Salvatore Coppola by Daughter Lina                                             *Maggie Zaharoiu/Birthday by Mother 
             6:00pm   †Janet Colicchio by Roberta McNeil                                                 †Realino Santoro by Daughter in-law 
 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 
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†Frank Rivaudo by Joseph & Loriann Kessler 
By Arlene & Grace: *Leilani Molina/Birthday  *Esperanza & Katherine Reyes/Birthday  *Joe Reyes/Healing   

*Gemma, Germaine & Germeline Feraren  *Arlene & Grace/Safe Travels/Thanksgiving  *Phyllis Rosner/Blessing  
By Ed & Cheryl McCormack: *Ed & Cheryl McCormack & Family  */†Verosky Family  */†Topolosky Family  */†Chackan Family 

*/†McCormack Family  */†White Family  */†Diener Family  *Ann,Eddy, John & Kristy McCormack   

              Altar Flowers                                Vigil Light                       Shrine Flowers                         .  

UNSCHEDULED 
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PRAYER LIST 
Please take some time this week to remember the 

following in your prayers:  
For all in our parish family who are suffering serious or 

terminal illness:  
For men and women in the Armed Forces: AND FOR: 

Maggie Dolan                             
Amelita Coz- 
Zarraga                   
Heather Martin                       
Ronald Griffiths                  
Cynthia Martin                       
Francis Martin          
Hermoine D'Cruz 
Brigitte Knops                         
Toni Kreamer                          
Euclides Cerutti                    
Samuel Gonzales 
Victorio                                           
Ray Wolff                             
Josette Weber                                                            
Charles C.Tufano 
Angela Discepola                 
Anna Halford                             
Sal Yanello                          
William Lindner                           
Lisa Della 
Femina              
Victor Rivera        
María E. 
Quiñones 
Mercado                   
Diane Daniels                   
Carmen Jones                           
Bill Hamilton                           
Ralph Senese                         
Ramona                                     
Ash Gaballah                        
Karen Ramey                         
Mary Ann                                    
Lisa Payne                           
Marilyn Green                        
Joseph Salamone          
Maria Amaro                         
Aniela Ignaczak                                    
Lillian Campayno                       

Tom D’Amico                       
Gabriel Zamora                      
Vincent Blum                      
Ricardo Blum                              
Gina Marie B. 
Cohen                       
David Strompf                          
Sal Hanono                        
Heather Smith                           
Jason Smith                           
Roshan                                
Karen Jensen                    
Ilda Sosa Botero                   
Carlos Tobon                              
Jill Forshey                                
Gail Hill                             
Chrissie Budrick                     
Frank Dazzo                              
Dina Quelch                            
Stewart Librizzi                  
Thomas Land                        
Agatha Saccio                        
Albert F.Romano 
Britney Closson 
Janette Gallegos 
Adriana Elejalde  

Oswaldo C. 

Monasterio                               
Michael Cecere       
Jahaziel Roldan                   
Abigail Chin-
Lenn                      
Merrill Tucker                                
Gertrudis R. 
Martinez              
Maggie Dazzo                   
Martha Gutzman                
Noah Altherios                     
Anthony Spirito                 
Rhea Reacher                          
Doug Rodgers                       
Doris Vourinen                          
Sr Veronique 
DCSO                  
Eleanor Hemmer 
Joseph Lauria                      
Judy Lew                                 
Ernie Skelton                    
Carlotta                            
Josefa & Dolores 
Echavarria            
Annie Lee                     
Amparo Longalong                                    

Delma Langel                       
William Ward                    
Alexis Thompson                 
Griffin Bates                    
Miriam Texeira           
Kevin Marshall                       
Andrea Anastasi               
John & Alma 
Gardner                  
Elaine Garofano                       
Julia Lea 
Buddendorf 
Albertina Hughes  
Kamm Trumble                   
Linda Beamish               
Quinn Morris                   
Henry Morris                      
Marcia Riopol                  
Mumtaz Begum              
Lance Joseph 
John Wilmere 
Keith Johnson 
Betty Lou 
Johnson   
Christine 
Thurman                    
Connie Panepinto 
Edwin Villarosa 
Brian Sullivan 
Dominic 
Canazaro                          
Kyle Buenconsejo 

Olga Galarza      
The Taffe Family 
Alexander 
Barone                  
Joanne Liantonio 
John Petrich 
Mary Karten 
Luca Diomampo 
Michael Manuele 
Robert 

Wiczkowski         
Debbie Boburka     
Mady and Ruth 
Petersen                         
Ann Carro 
Ricarda Vargas 
William Sheldon 
Steve Valtri 
Bernadette & 
Bucky McGann     
Steve F. 
Raymond Perez 
Sr                                 
Jochi Castellui . 
Sean Zahul 
Jeanne G.                        
Tania R. 
Espinosa                  
Anne Noel 
Lissette 
Woodward                     
Juan Silva                
Rocco & Susan 
Marcone                    
Maria A. Carmen 
Marie Victorin                   
Philip Charles 
Avangaline Ezeilo                         

Sal Cherch 
Jennifer Nicholas 
Antonia Hyde 
Keith Melville 
Mark Sinobio 
Joselito Bengua 
Michele Sambuco                
Gregg Dollinger 
Fred Hoffman 
Carole Liantonio 
Rosemary Perez 
Mary Aloise 
Michelle Duffy 
Rose Borsella 
Catherine 
Shannon                   
Kelly Keyser 
Freddy Bellise 
Astrid Castaňeda 
Jo-ann Suffield 
Walsh & Joseph 
Bonomo                     
Nancy Kelley   
TJ Genzale 
Ronnie Falcone 
Patti Shannon  
Raphael Roman    
Gwen Dambra  
Maria Lauria  
Sophia Etapour  
Janet Shea         
Joanne Colacchio 
Kathy Brothers   
Liliana Grace 
Krauss             
Kelly Brea        
Kelvin Greenleaf 
Irving Corkette   
Carmella 
Donnino       

Mark Walsh      
Kathleen 
DeSanto         
Christian Fulco  
Mumtaz Begum 
Greta Suarez  
Voula Likreeotis  
TE Rodriguez   
Carmen Dambra  
Gwen Dambra  
Pete Morales   
Leonel Anantua  
Julian Ramos  
Walter H.      
Caroline Logan  
Rita MacCallum  
Phyllis Masterson 
Len Knight      
Dr. Susan S. 
Fairchild     
Michael Proto   
Jo Ann Albertson 
Robert Marcoux  
Michael L        
Lilly Goodman  
Deb Martin        
Don Martin              
Susan Katan      
Ionela Stoia   
John Wilkens 
Dennis Lyrae    
June McCormick 
Aurora Durango  
Abelardo de 
Jesus Botero      
Yehuda Brener 
Juanito Zuazula Jr                                     

Gary Carrocce   
Sophia Etapour 
Sarah Cookus 
Justin Cookus   
Joyce Warner   
Yoli O’Flaherty  
John Colucci  
John Von Stein   
Armando 
Minutoli          
William Egan  
Patricia Helms 
Brigit Stoffer   
Christine Morales 
Emily Wilcox    
Patrick Lorne   
Edward Marples 
Alexander 
Bartholomey    
Marivic Penserga 
Jacalyn Capalbo 

PRAYER BEFORE HOLY COMMUNION 
O Lord, I believe and profess that You are truly Christ,  

Son of the Living God, who came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am the first.  Accept me this day as I 

partake of your mystical supper, O Son of God.  
May the partaking of your holy mysteries, O Lord  be not for 
judgment or condemnation, but for the healing of body and 
soul.  I also believe and profess that this, which I am about 

to receive, is truly your most precious Body and Blood,  
which, I pray, make me worthy to receive for the remission 

of all my sins and life everlasting. Amen.  

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
Lord Jesus, as You once called the first disciples to make 
them fishers of men, let your sweet invitation continue to 
resound: Come follow Me! Give young men and women the 

grace of responding quickly to your voice. Support our 
bishops, priests and consecrated people in their apostolic 

labor. Grant perseverance to our seminarians and to all 
those who are carrying out the ideal of a life totally 

consecrated to your service. Awaken in our community a 
missionary eagerness. Lord, send your workers to your 

harvest and do not allow humanity to be lost for the lack of 
pastors, missionaries and people dedicated to the cause of 

the Gospel.  
Mary, Mother of the Church, the model of every vocation, 

help us to say “yes” to the Lord who calls us to cooperate in 
the divine plan of salvation. Amen.  

PRAYER FOR PROTECTION FROM STORMS 

God our Father, Creator of the Universe                               
and Lord over all creation,                                                      

we humbly stand before you as your children                           
in thanksgiving for your loving care and 

protection. 

 We ask that you keep us safe from all hurricanes 
and illnesses that may threaten us                                                 

in the coming seasons.                                                           
Protect us from all fear and anxiety                                          

and give us ardent trust and hope in Your love                       
and mercy.                                                                                     

You alone have the power to command the sea,                            
the wind, and the rain.                                                                

You alone bring peace, calm, and safety.   

Father, we thank you in advance,                                              
for you are our only Refuge.                                                       

We ask this through Christ, Your Son,                                  
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

God, forever and ever. Amen. 

Mary, Queen of the Apostles, and Patroness of our 
Diocese, pray for us. 
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                                Sunday, January 11                 
    7:30A Fr. Theo          9:00A Fr.Timothy  

10:00A Fr. Zamora  10:30A Fr. Timothy       
12:00P Fr. Leone        6:00P Fr. Theo   

   
Monday, January 12                                  

             7:30A Fr. Zamora  8:30A Fr. Carr   
 

Tuesday, January 13 
7:30A Fr. Theo  8:30A Fr. Carr  

 
Wednesday, January 14   

7:30A Fr. Theo  8:30A Fr. Leone  
 

Thursday, January 15   
7:30A Fr. Zamora  8:30A  Fr. Timothy  

 
Friday, January 16  

7:30A Fr. Carr  8:30A Fr. Timothy  
6:00P Fr. Zamora  

 
Saturday, January 17  

8:30A Fr. Theo  4:00P Fr. Timothy  
5:30P Fr. Timothy  

 
Sunday, January 18  

7:30A Fr. Carr  9:00A Fr. Leone   
10:00A Fr. Carr  10:30A Fr. Theo   

12:00P Fr. Theo  6:00P Fr. Zamora 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 

CLERGY AND MASS SCHEDULE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JAN 11 

Readings For the week  
Sunday: Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 (8)/ Rom 
14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35  

Monday: 1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9/Lk 7:1-10  

Tuesday: 1 Tm 3:1-13/Ps 101:1b-2ab, 2cd-3ab, 5, 6/ Lk 7:11-17  

Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 7:31-35  

Thursday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Mt 9:9-13  

Friday: 1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20/ Lk 8:1-3  

Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Lk 8:4-15  

Next Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 (18a)/ Phil 1:20c
-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a  

  

 CLERGY MASS SCHEDULE                                              
                                              
                                  Saturday, August 08                                
              8:30A Fr. Theo        4:00P Fr. Zamora    
                                   5:30P Fr. Theo                            
                         
                                   Sunday, August 09                                                   
             7:30A Fr. Theo         9:00A Fr. Zamora         
                                10:30A Fr. Theo                                                                                 
                12:00P Fr. Zamora       6:00P Fr. Padit    
   
                                  Monday, August 10 
           7:30A Fr. Zamora      8:30A Fr. Zamora                       

 
                                  Tuesday, August 1      

 Fr. Theo           8:30A Fr. Theo            
         

                              Wednesday, August 12  
7:30A Fr. Theo            8:30A Fr. Theo                     

  
                               Thursday, August 13                            
               7:30A Fr. Zamora          8:30A Fr. Zamora                                        

   
                                     Friday, August 14                              
                     7:30A Fr. Padit          8:30A Fr. Zamora    
                                      6:00P Fr. Theo                                                                            
                   
                                  Saturday, August 15                                     
                     8:30A Fr. Zamora        4:00P Fr. Theo    
                                   5:30P Fr. Zamora                            
                         
                                   Sunday, August 16                                                
                   7:30A Fr. Zamora         9:00A Fr. Theo         
                                10:30A Fr. Timothy                                                                              
                    12:00P Fr. Timothy       6:00P Fr. Padit      
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SECTION HEADING 
Header  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et. Leo urna at 
elementum eu facilisis sed odio.  

Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Blandit libero volutpat 
sed cras ornare arcu dui vivamus. Et malesuada fames ac 
turpis egestas. Aliquam malesuada bibendum arcu vitae. 
Quam elementum pulvinar etiam non. Mattis aliquam 
faucibus purus in massa tempor nec feugiat. Neque 
sodales ut etiam sit. Iaculis at erat pellentesque adipiscing 
commodo elit at. Eu turpis egestas pretium aenean 
pharetra. Natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient. Sed 
turpis in eu mi. Imperdiet massa tincidunt nunc pulvinar 
sapien et. Sagittis aliquam arcu vitae curabitur vitae. 
Ullamcorper a lacus vestibulum sed arcu. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et.  

SECTION HEADING 
Header  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et. Leo urna at 
elementum eu facilisis sed odio.  

Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Blandit libero volutpat 
sed cras ornare arcu dui vivamus. Et malesuada fames ac 
turpis egestas. Aliquam malesuada bibendum arcu vitae. 
Quam elementum pulvinar etiam non. Mattis aliquam 
faucibus purus in massa tempor nec feugiat. Neque 
sodales ut etiam sit. Iaculis at erat pellentesque adipiscing 
commodo elit at. Eu turpis egestas pretium aenean 
pharetra. Natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient. Sed 
turpis in eu mi. Imperdiet massa tincidunt nunc pulvinar 
sapien et. Sagittis aliquam arcu vitae curabitur vitae. 
Ullamcorper a lacus vestibulum sed arcu. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et.  

Header  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et. Leo urna at 
elementum eu facilisis sed odio.  

Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Blandit libero volutpat 
sed cras ornare arcu dui vivamus. Et malesuada fames ac 
turpis egestas. Aliquam malesuada bibendum arcu vitae. 
Quam elementum pulvinar etiam non. Mattis aliquam 
faucibus purus in massa tempor nec feugiat. Neque 
sodales ut etiam sit. Iaculis at erat pellentesque adipiscing 
commodo elit at. Eu turpis egestas pretium aenean 
pharetra. Natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient. Sed 
turpis in eu mi.  

In the Sound of Sheer Silence 

Elijah is on the run, exhausted, hiding in a cave on Horeb, 
waiting for God to show up the way gods are supposed to 
— in power, in spectacle. And God sends wind that splits 
mountains, then an earthquake, then fire. But Scripture 
is insistent: the Lord was not in the wind, not in the 
quake, not in the fire. He comes instead in a “still, small 
voice” — a sound of sheer silence (1 Kings 19:11). 

I think of a man I once sat with in a hospital waiting room, 
hours before his wife’s surgery. He wasn’t praying out 
loud. He wasn’t reading anything. He was just sitting, 
hands folded, staring at nothing. I asked if he wanted 
company. He said, “I already have it. I just have to be quiet 
enough to notice.” 

That’s Elijah’s lesson, and it’s ours. We keep expecting 
God in the dramatic — the answered prayer that arrives 
like a thunderclap, the moment of obvious rescue. But so 
often God is in the almost-nothing: the pause before we 
speak, the silence after the diagnosis, the quiet that re-
mains when everything else has been stripped away. 
Psalm 85 promises that “steadfast love and faithfulness 
will meet,” that peace and justice will kiss — but that 
meeting rarely announces itself with fanfare. It happens 

in the folded hands, in the waiting room, in the cave. 

Paul, in Romans, shows us silence’s opposite and its 
companion: anguish so deep he’d trade his own salvation 
for his kinsmen’s (Romans 9:1). Real faith doesn’t numb us 
to sorrow; it makes us carry each other’s storms. 

And then there’s Peter, climbing out of the boat, doing 
the impossible — walking on water toward Christ — until 
he notices the wind. He sees the storm instead of the 
Savior, and he sinks (Matthew 14:31). Christ’s hand is im-
mediate, but so is his question: “Why did you doubt?” 

Maybe that’s the whole message in one image: a hand 
reaching down through the waves, quieter than the 
storm, but stronger than it. We keep watching for wind 
and fire and waves worth naming. God, meanwhile, is 
usually already holding out his hand in the silence, wait-
ing only for us to stop looking at the noise long enough to 
take it. 

St. Clare of Assissi:                                                                        
The Quiet That Held Firm 

When Clare of Assisi slipped out of her father’s house at 
seventeen, on the night of Palm Sunday, she wasn’t              
running toward noise or spectacle. She was running                
toward silence — toward a life stripped of everything her 
wealthy Umbrian family expected of her: marriage,                
status, comfort. Francis of Assisi had preached to her 
once, and something in his poverty and quiet had undone 
her more than any dowry ever could. 

What followed wasn’t dramatic in the way the world 
measures drama. Clare founded the Poor Clares and 
spent over forty years mostly enclosed at San Damiano, 
living a hidden life of prayer, poverty, and fierce,                         
unglamorous obedience. No wind. No earthquake. No 
fire. Just a woman who had heard something true in the 
silence and refused to let go of it, even when illness kept 
her bedridden for the last decades of her life. 

And yet — when Assisi was under siege in 1240 and                   
soldiers approached San Damiano, Clare, too frail to 
stand on her own, had herself carried to the doorway 
with the Blessed Sacrament raised before her. No  

 

 

 

 

sword, no army. Just quiet, unshakeable trust. The                               
attackers retreated. 

That’s the whole of Clare’s witness: she never mistook 
stillness for weakness. Like Elijah in the cave, she 
learned to listen for God not in the roar but in the                                   
almost-silent voice beneath it. Like Peter sinking                       
beneath the waves, she knew what it cost to keep her 
eyes on Christ rather than the storm — and she chose 
him, daily, for a lifetime, not just for one dramatic leap 
out of the boat. 

We remember her not because she did something loud, 
but because she stayed faithful in the quiet long enough 
for it to become unbreakable. 

This week, find one place in your day built for noise — a 
commute, a scroll, a waiting room — and trade it for five 
minutes of real silence. Ask simply: Lord, what have I 
been too loud to hear? 
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SECTION HEADING 
Header  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et. Leo urna at 
elementum eu facilisis sed odio.  

Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Blandit libero volutpat 
sed cras ornare arcu dui vivamus. Et malesuada fames ac 
turpis egestas. Aliquam malesuada bibendum arcu vitae. 
Quam elementum pulvinar etiam non. Mattis aliquam 
faucibus purus in massa tempor nec feugiat. Neque 
sodales ut etiam sit. Iaculis at erat pellentesque adipiscing 
commodo elit at. Eu turpis egestas pretium aenean 
pharetra. Natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient. Sed 
turpis in eu mi. Imperdiet massa tincidunt nunc pulvinar 
sapien et. Sagittis aliquam arcu vitae curabitur vitae. 
Ullamcorper a lacus vestibulum sed arcu. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et.  

SECTION HEADING 
Header  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et. Leo urna at 
elementum eu facilisis sed odio.  

Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Blandit libero volutpat 
sed cras ornare arcu dui vivamus. Et malesuada fames ac 
turpis egestas. Aliquam malesuada bibendum arcu vitae. 
Quam elementum pulvinar etiam non. Mattis aliquam 
faucibus purus in massa tempor nec feugiat. Neque 
sodales ut etiam sit. Iaculis at erat pellentesque adipiscing 
commodo elit at. Eu turpis egestas pretium aenean 
pharetra. Natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient. Sed 
turpis in eu mi. Imperdiet massa tincidunt nunc pulvinar 
sapien et. Sagittis aliquam arcu vitae curabitur vitae. 
Ullamcorper a lacus vestibulum sed arcu. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et.  

Header  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et. Leo urna at 
elementum eu facilisis sed odio.  

Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Blandit libero volutpat 
sed cras ornare arcu dui vivamus. Et malesuada fames ac 
turpis egestas. Aliquam malesuada bibendum arcu vitae. 
Quam elementum pulvinar etiam non. Mattis aliquam 
faucibus purus in massa tempor nec feugiat. Neque 
sodales ut etiam sit. Iaculis at erat pellentesque adipiscing 
commodo elit at. Eu turpis egestas pretium aenean 
pharetra. Natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient. Sed 
turpis in eu mi.  
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Dear CCD Parents & Guardians  
Our Religious Education Program is well underway and we 
have been doing something new this year. The Church 
teaches that parents are the first and primary educators of 
their children about the faith. For this reason, we have 
begun offering a program every week on Sundays for the 
parents while their children are in class. The program is 
called Alpha and we are running it in both English and 
Spanish. We just finished our 4th session. If you or 
someone you know would like to join us please come. Th 
program is designed to be conversational with videos and 
discussion questions. It is also meant for people of any 
faith level even for people who have no faith but have an 
open mind.  

We meet in Columbus Hall every Sunday directly after the 
Children’s Mass at 10:45am on Sundays which have 
Religious Education for the children.  

Please join us and keep us all in your prayers.  
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Meetings on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
in Columbus Hall 
Knights of Columbus Council is the Emmanuel Church 
chapter of this international organization of Catholic men 
18 years of age and older. We work to support and sponsor 
our churches and our pastors in monetary and physical 
ways with many events, while enhancing our own faith. 

If any men of the parish are interested in joining the 
Knights, send an email with your contact info to 
Chuck@BlessedMotherCouncil.com 

Vivat Jesus!  
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna 
aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Nulla porttitor massa id neque aliquam vestibulum morbi.  

Magnis dis parturient montes nascetur ridiculus mus. Et non malesuada fames ac turpis egestas sed tempus urna et. 
Placerat in egestas erat imperdiet sed euismod nisi porta lorem. Dignissim diam quis enim lobortis. Sed turpis tincidunt id 
aliquet risus feugiat in vestibulum morbi.  

SECTION HEADING 

SECTION HEADING 
Header  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et. Leo urna at 
elementum eu facilisis sed odio.  

Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Blandit libero volutpat 
sed cras ornare arcu dui vivamus. Et malesuada fames ac 
turpis egestas. Aliquam malesuada bibendum arcu vitae. 
Quam elementum pulvinar etiam non. Mattis aliquam 
faucibus purus in massa tempor nec feugiat. Neque 
sodales ut etiam sit. Iaculis at erat pellentesque adipiscing 
commodo elit at. Eu turpis egestas pretium aenean 
pharetra. Natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient. Sed 
turpis in eu mi. Imperdiet massa tincidunt nunc pulvinar 
sapien et. Sagittis aliquam arcu vitae curabitur vitae. 
Ullamcorper a lacus vestibulum sed arcu. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et.  

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in.  

SECTION HEADING 
Header  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et. Leo urna at 
elementum eu facilisis sed odio.  

Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Blandit libero volutpat 
sed cras ornare arcu dui vivamus. Et malesuada fames ac 
turpis egestas. Aliquam malesuada bibendum arcu vitae. 
Quam elementum pulvinar etiam non. Mattis aliquam 
faucibus purus in massa tempor nec feugiat. Neque 
sodales ut etiam sit. Iaculis at erat pellentesque adipiscing 
commodo elit at. Eu turpis egestas pretium aenean 
pharetra. Natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient. Sed 
turpis in eu mi. Imperdiet massa tincidunt nunc pulvinar 
sapien et. Sagittis aliquam arcu vitae curabitur vitae. 
Ullamcorper a lacus vestibulum sed arcu. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et.  

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in.  
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SECTION HEADING 
Header  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et. Leo urna at 
elementum eu facilisis sed odio.  

Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Blandit libero volutpat 
sed cras ornare arcu dui vivamus. Et malesuada fames ac 
turpis egestas. Aliquam malesuada bibendum arcu vitae. 
Quam elementum pulvinar etiam non. Mattis aliquam 
faucibus purus in massa tempor nec feugiat. Neque 
sodales ut etiam sit. Iaculis at erat pellentesque adipiscing 
commodo elit at. Eu turpis egestas pretium aenean 
pharetra. Natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient. Sed 
turpis in eu mi. Imperdiet massa tincidunt nunc pulvinar 
sapien et. Sagittis aliquam arcu vitae curabitur vitae. 
Ullamcorper a lacus vestibulum sed arcu. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et.  

Header  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et. Leo urna at 
elementum eu facilisis sed odio.  

Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Blandit libero volutpat 
sed cras ornare arcu dui vivamus. Et malesuada fames ac 
turpis egestas. Aliquam malesuada bibendum arcu vitae. 
Quam elementum pulvinar etiam non. Mattis aliquam 
faucibus purus in massa tempor nec feugiat. Neque 
sodales ut etiam sit. Iaculis at erat pellentesque adipiscing 
commodo elit at. Eu turpis egestas pretium aenean 
pharetra. Natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient. Sed 
turpis in eu mi.  

SECTION HEADING 
Header  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et. Leo urna at 
elementum eu facilisis sed odio.  

Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Blandit libero volutpat 
sed cras ornare arcu dui vivamus. Et malesuada fames ac 
turpis egestas. Aliquam malesuada bibendum arcu vitae. 
Quam elementum pulvinar etiam non. Mattis aliquam 
faucibus purus in massa tempor nec feugiat. Neque 
sodales ut etiam sit. Iaculis at erat pellentesque adipiscing 
commodo elit at. Eu turpis egestas pretium aenean 
pharetra. Natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient. Sed 
turpis in eu mi.  

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Nulla posuere aliquam ultrices. Id diam vel 
quam elementum. Sit amet purus gravida quis blandit 
turpis cursus. Arcu felis bibendum ut tristique et egestas. 
Orci ac auctor augue mauris augue neque gravida in. Etiam 
dignissim diam quis enim. Amet cursus sit amet dictum 
sit. In dictum non a erat nam at lectus. Lacus viverra vitae 
congue eu consequat ac felis donec et.  

 

Desiderata 
Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, and                   

remember what peace there may be in silence. As 
far as possible, without  surrender, be on good 

terms with all persons. 

Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to 
others, even to the dull and the ignorant; they too 

have their story. 

Avoid loud and aggressive persons; they are                     
vexatious to the spirit. If you compare yourself 
with others, you may become vain or bitter, for              
always there will be greater and lesser persons 

than yourself. 

Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans. 
Keep interested in your own career, however             
humble; it is a real possession in the changing                      

fortunes of time. 

Exercise caution in your business affairs, for the 
world is full of trickery. But let this not blind you to 

what virtue there is; many persons strive for high 
ideals, and everywhere life is full of heroism. 

Be yourself. Especially do not feign affection.                      
Neither be cynical about love; for in the face of all 
aridity and disenchantment, it is as perennial as 

the grass. 

Take kindly the counsel of the years,  gracefully 
surrendering the things of youth. 

Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden 
misfortune. But do not distress  yourself with dark 

imaginings. Many fears are born of fatigue and 
loneliness. 

Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with 
yourself. You are a child of the universe no less 

than the trees and the stars; you have a right to be 
here. 

And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the 
universe is unfolding as it should. Therefore be at 

peace with God, whatever you conceive Him to be. 
And whatever your labors and aspirations, in the 

noisy confusion of life, keep peace in your soul. 
With all its sham, drudgery and broken dreams, it 

is still a beautiful world. Be cheerful.                                               
Strive to be happy. 

by Max Ehrmann ©1927 



PARISH LIFE 
13   EMMANUEL CATHOLIC 

Everyday Stewardship 

I remember when all three of my children were learning 
to swim. In the beginning, it seemed like no matter how 
much assurance I gave them, they were certain they 
would drown. Even after watching me float in the water, 
they were pretty sure their bodies were created to sink. 
In time, they grew more comfortable in the water.                   
Eventually, they could even swim the length of the pool. 
But this did not happen overnight. They had to grow in 
their faith that swimming was possible, not just for               
others, but for them as well.  

Too many of us who are Christians believe that holiness 
is for someone else. We believe that the stories of the 
saints are about super humans who had something in 
greater supply than us. When our faith is weak, we                                   
assume that we can never have the faith of these holy 
men and women. 

On the contrary, faith and holiness are not things only 
possible for a few. But we must practice our faith to 
grow in our faith. We must strive for holiness if we are to 
become holy. 

Like a child fears the water before learning to swim, we 
often fear the path that leads to greater faith or                            
holiness. We are not convinced that God can work in our 
lives to create a saint. Yet except for Mary, the                                  
Immaculate Conception, every saint was a sinner. God 
called every saint to exit the boat and walk toward Jesus 
on the water. In time, with practice and trust in God, they 
found they did not sink either. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS        © Liturgical Publications 
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